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infer that there must be some peculiarity attached to
that part. It will, therefore, be well to discover the
relation which it bears to the rest of the nasal cavity,
at the same time obtaining some general information as
to the construction of that cavity itself.

Division of the Nasal Cavity into an Air-Passage and an
Olfactory Chamber.

Although the nasal cavity has been compared to a
canal traversing the bones of the face, its width is not
the same throughout, but less at both ends than in the
middle. The base in no way contributes to this increase

FIG. 26.

Relation of the organ of smell to the air-passage of the nasal cavity (diagrammatic
transverse section), a, Air-passage, in which the inferior turbinated bone is indicated by
the dotted line; fc, chamber of the organ of smell; c, septum.

of dimension, as it proceeds backwards in a straight
line. We shall see presently the effect produced in this
respect by the side walls. The point which is of greatest
interest to us now is to find that the middle portion
is characterized by its greater height, being only sepa-
rated from the skull by a thin lamina of bone, which,
from the numerous holes with which it is perforated, is
called the cribriform plate. In the middle line of the
chamber we find a plate composed of bone and cartilage,
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